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MONSTERS OF THE MOON, w h ic h  was in  s c r i p t  fo rm  b f o r  'F la s h  G o rd o n ' a -  
p e a rd  in  th e  c a r to o n  s t r i p s ,  had i t s  o r i g i n  in  th e  e a r ly  30s as d 
t a n t a s c r i p t  i l l u s t r a t e d  as a n o v e l t y  w i th  some s c i e n t i f o t o s  . S e n t to  
a New Y o rk  P ro d u c e r ,  th e  p ro d u c e r  g o t th e  id e a  fro m  th e  i l l u s t r a t i o n s  
th a t  th e  p ic  was p a r t i a l l y  c o m p le te d  & r u s h t  a re q u e s t  to  see some o f 
sam e. W h e re a t H e in z  & F r i$ b y - — th e  "M a k e rs  o f M o n s te r s ” - - w c r k t  5 w ks , 
day & n y t ,  to  make 6 0 0 1 o f  : r  a I I e r , p r e s e n t in g  p o s s i b i l i t y s  o f the  
f i l m .  O n ly  o re  p r i n t  o f t h is  t r a i l e r  is  in  ex i s t a n c e -- - i f i t  is  in  
e x is te n c e  — & i t  is  n o t now noen w h e re  i t  i s ,  as U n iv e r s a l  s t a r t e d  i t s  
FI ash G ordon  p i c t u r e  & 'MOM' was d r o p t .

The P ro d u c e rs  a re  a n x io u s  
f o r  th o s e  who sec (o r  have seen o r hea r a b o u t ,  as th e  in d iv i d u a l  case  
may be as U re a d  t h i s )  th e  p i c t u r e ,  to  u n d e rs ta n d  th a t  th e  f i l m  as 
e x h ib i t e d  c o n s is t s  e n t i r e l y  o f d i s ca r led  s c r a p s :  u n d e r -  o r o v e r 
e xp o se d  p o r t io n s  o r se q u e n ce s  o f u n s a t i s f a c t o r y  a n im a t io n .

To T u cke r 
& k o b e rd s  f e l l  th e  e le v e n th  hou r superm an ta s k  o f  s p l i c i n g  seem in g  
h u n d re d s  o f u n r e la t e d  s t r  ip s — a n yw h e re  fro m  a fe w  in c h e s  to  a few  
f e e t - - o f  t h is  c e l l u l o i d  in t o  a somewhat c o h e re n t  s t o r y ;  a m in o r  m ir a 
c le  in  t h a t  th e re  was no c o n t i n u i t y  o r i g i n a l l y !

T u c k e r ,  ig n o r a n t  o f 
th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e  t r a i l e r  d id  n o t f o l l o w  th e  s t o r y ,  b u t o n ly  p r e s e n t 
ed p o s s ib le  s i t u a t i o n s ,  t o ld  me he & S u l l y  d e c id e d  th e  s t o r y  once ran 
s o m e th in g  l i k e  t h i s ,  q u o te :  E a rth m e n  f l y  to  m oon, c r a s h ,  & f i n d  a n o 
th e r  E a r th  s h ip  th e r e  ahead o f them , a ls o  c r a s h t ,  c re w  m is s in g .  Moon 
men a re  v a n is h t ,  M a r t ia n s  have ta ke n  o v e r .  M a r t ia n s  c a p tu r e  e a r th m e n , 
show them the  c i t y .  E a rth m e n  e sca p e  in  s to le n  s h ip ,  come home. M a r
t ia n s  th e n  bom bard th e  e a r th  w i th  i n t e n t i o n s  o t in v a s io n  & s u b ju g a 
t i o n ,  b u t  f i n d  th e y  c a n n o t la n d  in  he a vy  a tm o s p h e re .  Go home.

F r is b y  
says o u r f r i e n d s  th e  s p l i c e r s  ( o r  s u o e rm a n ip u I a t o r s ) have m is ta k e n  
the  sm asht s h i p - - t h a t  i t  was n o t a p re d e c e s s o r  b u t th e  e a r th m e n ’ s 
own. ’ The r o c k e t  b e in g  o n ly  a b o u t 2 4 " lo n g ,  we d id n t  show th e  E a r t h -  
men nea r i t  or they  w o u ld  have had to  be o n ly  a b o u t 2 " h ig h  to  g iv e  
th e  i l l u s i o n  o f  s iz e  to  th e  r o c k e t . ’ O th e r w is e ,  th e  2 W ise  Men have 
done a c r e d i t a b le  jo b  o f Im a g in in g ,  in a sm u ch a s  th e re  was no p l o t  in  
the  f i r s t  p la c e .  O n ly  some id e a s .  One o f  th e m --a b o u t  th e  rom ance 
be tw een  th e  e a rth m a n  & Moon P r in c e s s - - b e in g  th a t  th e  L u n a r ia n s  o r l g -  
i n l y  w ere A t la n f e a n s ,  hence hum an.

H e re 's  th e  s t o r y  C h a r l ie  Chan Pong 
& S u l ly  Mo to  made o f th e  m a t e r ia l  p r o v id e d :  M a r t ia n s , w i th  base & 
c i t y s on 11 moon , a t t a c k  e a r th  w i r h in t e n t  t o i n v ade , bu * f i~nH tT”ey 
c a n n o t la n d . They th e n  bomb c i t y $ & go, away . E a r th  s h ip ta k e s  o f f  
i n h o t p u r su i t . L a n d s on mo o n , f i n d  t h e y a re  n o t f i r s t  to  c ro s s  
s p a c e , & p r omp f I y g e t c a p fu r  ed by Ma r t i a n s . See th e  M a r t i a n -  Moon 

i t y , e s c a p e , s te a l  a s l i p  & scram  hom e. The e n d .
P ic  has been p u n c 

tu a te d  w i th  s u r p r is e s  by a d d i t io n a l  f a n ta s y  fo o ta g e  o b f a ln d  by T u c k 
e r ,  m a t e r i a l l y  le n g th e n in g  th e  s h o w --s o  I have been in to rm d  in  ad 
v a n c e . V/hat e f f e c t  t h is  has on th e  p l o t ,  I g o t no id e a .

My t h a n x on 
b e h a lf  o f s t fa n d o m  to  H e in z  & F r is b y  f o r  p e r m is s io n  to  show t h e i r  
p i c t u r e ,  & my p a r t i c u l a r  th a n x  to  M ik e  F r is b y  & Ted F a i r f i e l d  f o r  ma
k in g  t h is  p a m f le t  p o s s ib le ,  & to  M o ro jo  f o r  s e r v ic e s  r e n d e rd  in  r e l a 
t io n  to  th e  s o u v e n ir  bk & tn|q p i c t u r e  p r o p e r .  N a t u r a l l y ,  I have a 
n o t io n  we c a n n o t th a n k  Bob & h is  b r o t h e r  & S u l l y  e n u f ,  e i t h e r .  F J A
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